E-Bulletin from the National Association for Patient Participation: Issue 1: November 2006
 

The Board of the National Association for Patient Participation agreed in October to experiment with an email bulletin.  This is for a trial period only and will not affect the quarterly printed newsletter.  We hope that it will encourage sharing of information between our affiliated groups, as well as providing some information that will be useful for those with an interest in patient participation. If you don’t wish to receive this e-bulletin, please email audrey.hoggard@napp.org.uk and ask Audrey to remove you from the list.
 

Ongoing issues for patient participation groups
 

Two issues keep coming up among our member PPGs.  The first is public liability insurance.  Could I ask you to let me know if you have found a really good deal for your PPG?  N.A.P.P. is going to revisit the issue of whether we can negotiate a discount price for our affiliates.  The second is VAT on medical equipment.  Here, it would be great if you let me know whether or not you pay VAT when you purchase equipment for your practice.  The charities helpline advises that there is no need to pay VAT but that may not be correct.
 

Pilot scheme
 

We now have 26 PPGs signed up for our pilot scheme.  We hope that we can work together to increase their effectiveness and to increase networking among PPGs within localities.  We also hope to learn about their successes and to share these.
 

Moving Beyond Them and Us
 

This good practice publication will be sent to the printers in November.  Draft paper copies have been sent to all of our members and we would welcome any comments by no later than 15th November.
 

Practice based commissioning
 

GP surgeries are being encouraged (and paid) to come together to agree how services can be provided differently.  The main objectives are to move care away from hospitals and to save money.  Patients, to date, do not seem to have had much influence over this process although the guidance clearly states that they should have.  Please let us know of any good practice in this area that we might publicise.
 

Study of BME communities influencing the NHS
 

With financial support from the Department of Health, we have commissioned Picker to carry out some research to identify examples where BME communities have been able to influence the NHS.  This should be of wide, general interest and will also include analysis of the views of BME communities (compared to the overall population) about the provision of primary care, as revealed by the national primary care survey.
 

Links to the Princess Royal Trust for Carers
 

Our Trustee, Sandra Gower (wearing her Institute of Health Managers hat) has played an important role in developing a partnership between the Princess Royal Trust for Carers and the Royal College of General Practitioners.  This is about improving the support that is provided to carers in their GP surgery.  N.A.P.P. is pleased to back this project (we know that a lot of you do excellent work with carers) and we would encourage PPGs to consider making contact with their local Princess Royal Trust (if you have one) to see how you might work together.
 

There are now many ways to keep in touch with NHS developments.  You may wish to consider the following:
 

You can sign on, free of charge, to receive electronic weekly newsletters and announcements from the Health Service Journal.  To do so, go to http://www.hsj.co.uk/ and follow the instructions to register.
 

Also free of charge, you can read the monthly bulletins produced by the Centre for Public Scrutiny to help those with an interest in health scrutiny within local authorities.  These can be found at http://www.cfps.org.uk/health/hbulletins.php
 

A third option is to become a member of the Patient Information Forum which will then email you very helpful and comprehensive weekly roundups.  Membership costs £50 per year.  If you go this route, do mention my name as it will give me a chance of winning an ipod.  They can be found at http://www.pifonline.org.uk/
 

Kind regards
 

Graham Box
Chief Executive
National Association for Patient Participation
Graham.box@napp.org.uk
 

 

